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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1968

My morning routine began with calisthenics, followed by
breakfast, a reading from the Bible- “Stream in the Desert”
and then Hemmingway’s 7he Sun Also Rises. 1 had a cup of
coffee at 9:30a.m. , and then continued with Hemmingway. From
12:30 p.m.-1:30 p.m. I read the papers and from 1:45p.m.-3:30
p.m. [ read A History of Europe by H.A.L. Fisher. Now the
one-hundred-year war was waging between England and
France. During this time the plague called the Black Death was
attacking Europe. It was said that one quarter of the European
population was killed. That was an exaggeration. Maybe a few

millions were killed.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1968

This morning we talked about the Church of England. I
read a little more about Catholicism and Calvinism because |
couldn’t remember them very well, even though I have read
them more than once. I think, Linda dear, you should find time
to explain these to mother. They are interesting and common

knowledge.
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Dear Lilian, please command Linda to get a physical check
up as early as possible. That headache of hers ought to be healed
and her teeth need to be fixed. Actually she needs to put on a
little weight. If she doesn’t have enough to eat then I'd suggest
that Miss I Shou-fan save a little food for her.

“Histrionic” is not an uncommon word. Please look it
up in the Webster for the meaning. You are all very good at
English. To master a language is not easy. Vocabulary must be
widened. Dictionaries should be used frequently. Somebody
said, “A dictionary is like a parachute, if you don’t open it, it
won't save your life.” In our writings let us try to use some
new and expressive words. Let's make it a penchant for using

long words but we should avoid being pedantic.

I read Fisher's A History of Europe and Hemmingway's
The Sun Also Rises.

Tsu Chih Tung Chien, title of a chronological history of
China, covering 1362 years from the age of Warring States to
Sung Dynasty, by Szu Ma Kwang, is not easy to read. I would
think that it should have:

1. Index
2. Charts

3. Titles
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 1968

Shigeru Joshida’s Japan's Decisive Century is interesting.
It is a small volume. I have read about one third of it. What I
like to do is to make a comparison between Japan and China
during the century from 1867-1967. We were really stuck
somewhere somehow from the beginning of the second half of
the 19th Century. I don’t know how long it will take us to catch
up with modernity. Help us God.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1968

Our meeting this morning was wonderful. I enjoyed the
conversation with Rita albeit she was sleepy (on my lap).
We were talking about reading books, which I think is very
important for the modern youth (and also for the elderly).
My definition of ability is the combination of knowledge,
experience and action. Where do you get knowledge from?
Isn't it mainly from books? In the old days when books were
rare, | think there was more hearing (lectures) of modern time,
than reading. However, the selection of books is vital because
there are too many. Also we should realize the importance of
BMRF7E <~ . If we don't review what we have learned or said,
we would forget it very quickly. Also Z2 -~ EHI[Z, we have
to study and we have to think at the same time, otherwise we

would go astray.
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How's grandma’s cold? She worries me. I am very much
disturbed when I think of her age and my condition, but there's

nothing I can do but pray.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 1968

Oh boy! The macaroni with cream was wonderful and
nice and hot. Needless to say I ate it all. Merci Rita. I am
convinced that in addition to our noodle stand, we will also
operate an “Italian corner”. We'll make a big hit on Sino

Italiano cuisine. What about hiring mommy as our cashier?

Congratulations for a successful first day, Linda. It looks

like you have a heterogeneous bunch of kids. You ought to
“Mother” the boys who doesn't know which column to add
first, and “China” the sukiyaki kids. It must be interesting to be
with a group of children around 12 years of age that know only

enough to make things sound funny.

I've finished reading Japan's Decisive Century. It was
a very interesting book. It can be served as a mirror for us.
Are we willing to learn? I hope you girls could find time to
read it. Begin to read J.J. Rousseau's Socia/ Contract. It's very
important literature. I just finished the introduction by Maurice

Cranston.

Mommy'’s letter of today was wonderfully written. I wish
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you all would know how much love and praise she has for her

children. Are her children really that good? Yes, absolutely.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 1968

The wind has been blowing the whole day and the air is
bad. Maybe that's why I couldn’t concentrate on reading. I am
rather miserable if I can’t read. It’s a shame, too, because I have
so much spare time to be able to read. If I don’t do my best
to read as many books as I can now, then I'll be sorry in the

future.

Dear Lillian, Linda and Rita, don’t forget to send excerpts
of my diary to Ted and Vicky. I think we should send them
once a week to Vicky and then from her to Ted. Since both
Linda and Rita are busy with school, I would ask mommy to
be in charge of this. Type it out over the weekend and show
me on Monday, then mail it in the afternoon. Tonight I wrote a
short letter to Vicky.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 1968

The meeting was from 8:20a.m-10:45a.m. The
participants were Auntie, San-Shou, mommy, Yin-fan, Shou-

fan and myself. Auntie and San-Shou left at 8:50a.m.

1. What is Rousseau’s Social Contract? Linda asked. Let's start
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from the last paragraph of Book 1 of the Soczal Contract. “1
shall end this chapter with an observation which might serve
as a basis for the whole social system. Namely, that the social
pact, far from destroying natural equality, substitute, on the
contrary, a moral and lawful equality for whatever inequality
that nature may have imposed on mankind. So that, however,
unequal in strength and intelligence, men become equal by
covenant and by right.” (Sorry Rita if you don't understand.)
Let me make a premature one sentence summary: Social
contract is an idealism that a state should be ruled by law
which is made by the people, but based on the moral prescript
that all humans must have equal rights and opportunities. |
have to make a positive reservation on this because I have only
read half of the book.

2. Why is dear Rita sleepy? Because there’s a stranger sitting
there, thus we can not talk freely, or make fun. Next time we'll

extend a persona non grata to that man.

3. On resentment of complaint: If we are presently in the losing
side of the game, we don’t blame the ground or the referee
amidst the play. We may seek to change the rules or find
another team. To meditate on one's own faults is much more

pleasant than blaming others.

4. On the excerpts of my diaries: Do you girls know what to
do?
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5. On the servants: Like mommy said, we learn not to be
dependent on anybody. Yet we must be patient with them. I
add, however, we don't have to endure any of them if we find it
too disagreeable. This thing should be mutual and neither side

should be bound too much by obligation.

6. On TAS: Linda's purpose should be simply just teaching and

learning.

7. Mommy was so right by saying (after visiting the hospitals)
that too many people just want this world and do not accept
God (love and truth). This 1s going to be the most disastrous

tragedy of mankind.

8. Rita dear, remember what we said before? We are patient,
we are strong, we meet the challenge with unwavering will and
cheerfulness. We have the faith that sunshine will come after
darkness.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1968

The morning was spent reading the Socia/ Contract,
analects and thinking of you all. Wei Chih, the administrative
officer of Wei State (refer to 7su Chih Tung Chien) reported
to the Emperor: “The executioners are valued by the country,
but scorned by the individuals. People, who own the right to
designate (appoint) the wardens, are in contempt of the post,

but those wardens hold the common people’s destiny.” (4t
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I really think that Ted should come back for a short
sojourn. For mommy, for grandma, for Rita, for me and above

all for himself. Let’s think it over.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 1968

When I am with you all, I feel peaceful, relaxed, joyful
and secure. Even though sometimes our views on certain
matters are not agreeable, I still love our conversations. It is
only among ourselves that we can speak frankly and honestly
without reserving what we think. I really appreciate that we can
always make known our observations on people. We should be
nice to people; nevertheless, we should try to indentify right
from wrong. We should not have any prejudice on anyone
but welcome advice from others. To know people is most
important, yet the most difficult thing therefore, is we should
never judge people lightly. The problem I had in the past was
the way I dealt with people. My intentions were good but still 1
made mistakes. This is the essential area where I have to make
corrections. You all must help me in this matter, but we all
have to be very careful- “be very careful”. I've noticed that I
have changed quite a lot in observing and dealing with people.

I was too naive and careless before.
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1968

The garlic bread is good. I couldn't eat it all so I gave two
pieces to a Naval Officer who loves garlic and whom played
hero one day and ended up here the next. It was the most

farcical thing that ever happened.

I have started reading 7he Brothers Karamazov. It
seems interesting. I'll read 7he Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire at some time. I'll read for three hours each day plus
two hours of analects. This way, I would have both serious and
recreational readings. I should at least read for that many hours

not counting religious readings and diary and letter writings.

Could you bring me Peter II's Memoirs? I think this is
the Peter who went to exile to Egypt and later to London. The
former United Kingdom Prime Minister, Winston Churchill
had a design for Yugoslavia during WWII but failed. Tito (or

rather Stalin) outsmarted Winston.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1968

This morning we talked about the “Scythians”, which is
a very ancient nomadic race occupying a huge area from east
Europe all the way to northwest China. I have asked Vicky to
find some information about it which she did (though rather

brief) and wrote it on a piece of paper.
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By the way, the last sentence of analects is very good.
It says (or rather Confucius says) know your life, know your
ritual and know your speech (%4 ~ %24% ~ %235 ). Simply
speaking: a man ought to know what he should have and what
he should not have. This way he would not be covetous for
good things or evasive for bad things. %lii& means a person
knows good manners and rules, then he could be standing still
and not biased. Know your life, know your ritual and know
your speech, also means one should know enough to identify
right words from wrong words of other persons, so that he

won't take in what 1s said at its face value.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1968

I read your nice letter, which you sent me today, dear
Linda. What you said is very true. It's a bizarre situation of
unexpected length and tension. There are many unexpected
things in our life like the one confronting us now. It is a very
tough challenge. We have to meet this one with a two edged
weapon. One is to be strong and patient while the other is to be
cheerful. It is difficult because they are contradicting. We need
to be patient because it is a trial, it is sad. Meanwhile we need
to be cheerful because our faith will lead us to victory. We
have to be careful, diligent and extraordinarily good in order to

prove how wrong those accusations are that are leveled against
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me. Above all, let’s make this trial work towards our benefit. I
am sorry that I have lost my temper on such trivial matters and
caused unnecessary displeasure. Anyhow, I've learned that an
unusual condition requires different mindset. The bigger the
adversity one encounters the stronger one becomes. I appreciate
all the nice things you all try to do for me. Let’s all try to forget
about the unpleasant and pray for each other to be blessed with
an abundance of strength during this time of trial. God will not

forsake us if we do our best.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1968

I was deeply touched by Rita’s letter which mommy
brought me today. To know that my children are so
understanding and strong, what then do I have to be afraid
of? It is true that there’s little I could do in here, but there are
plenty of good things my children could do, and they are doing
it. For this alone I should be happy, cheerful and thankful. Rita
dear, your letter has given me a lot of assurance that I really
don't need anything else from you. In return, I want to assure
you that I could try my best to make good of this situation. I
am very, very confident that we will gain more and lose less if

we accept this challenge with faith.
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1968

I have marked out some articles for Linda to read. I refer
to the Newsweek issue dated September 16, 1968. George
Wallace, the former Alabama Governor and his third party, is
interesting with regards to U.S. politics. If you don’t have time
to read the whole article then you may just read the sentences 1
have underlined which I hope give you the gist of the matter (or
the essential points). This kind of periodical sometimes doesn't
reflect the true story. Occasionally they even twist the truth
intentionally, but they do give you summaries of important
events of America and other parts of the world in different
fields of human activities. So, 1t seems to me that we should
thumb through (at least) them and read the ones which appear
interesting to us, but we should maintain our independent
views in some of the matters based on our own understanding

and interpretation.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1968

I spent about 1.5 hours reading Mencrus. Actually 1 only
read about three paragraphs. [ was chewing every word (about
100 of them) in the hope of getting the true taste of them-I
only got part of them. I have to continue chewing. Not like
Rita chewing gum and spitting it out after losing the sweetness

of it. Mencius is like cowhide that can be chewed assiduously



i B

236

so as to get a real good taste from it (it certainly doesn't taste
like cowhide, but the texture is the same). Well, I think I have
chewed those 100 some words enough to get out some taste,

which I have written to mommy about.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 1968

Today I finished Hadas™ abridgement of the 7he Decline
and Fall of the Roman Empire by Edward Gibbon. He blamed
Christianity for the main cause of the “Fall” which I think
is rather without basis. It seems to me that during the 18th
century, so called “Enlightenment” produced a number of
anti-religion, and more particularly anti-Christian intellectuals
like Gibbon, Voltaire, Diderot, etc. My own interpretation of
this phenomena is that the 18th century marks the economical
advancement of Europe following the industrial revolution of
England. The material condition improved and man wanted
to be freed from religious ethics so they could enjoy more
sinful pleasures. I think the overall moral standard of the
European people during this time was rotten. Pure materialistic
enjoyment is not parallel with religious morality. Uncontrolled
freedom ends up in bankruptcy of virtue. I think that was what

happened in many prosperous countries.
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 1968

See if any of you can borrow one or two copies of the

following classics for me:
TAS Lib; Homer (/Ziad and Odyssey) ; one of Aristotle’s;

Rene Descartes'- Philosophical writings; Alex Dumas-7%e
Three Musketeers; selected writings of Francis Bacon, and

Cervantes-Don Quixote.

I chose these from “The Modern Library”. Please also see
our old book list. We should compile a complete list of what
we already have and what we would like to have (mommy

knows the list I have suggested).

It is now ten minutes to four in the afternoon. I just
finished reading 50 pages of Montgomery’s Normandy to
the Baltic. This book is mainly a narrative about the military
operation in that phase of WWII, which is rather familiar to
me because of my previous readings. Therefore I jumped from
one line to the next at high speed. I plan to finish this 220-page

book in two days.
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