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The Taiwan-American Education Trust (TAET) was
established in 1965 by I Fu-En. At that time, Taiwan was
under martial law, thus travel to and from Taiwan was greatly
restricted and it was difficult for residents to get exit permits.
Since foreign exchange was tightly controlled, a prerequisite

for those who wanted to go abroad for further education in the

United States was to have received scholarships or some form



of financial aid. In addition, it was not easy to obtain aid due
to Taiwan's somewhat isolated and underdeveloped position.
The university system in Taiwan was not on a par with western
institutions so that its college graduates were not always
competitive, being particularly at a disadvantage in terms of

language competency.

I Fu-En felt that it was important to try to address this
imbalance as he felt confident that given the right opportunities,
the better Chinese students would certainly excel. As a military
officer, he was also aware of the difficult position of children
from military families. Military pay could hardly afford an
education abroad. He therefore conceived the idea of a trust
operated exclusively for the education of worthy Chinese
students and whose goal, as stated in the Charter of TAET, is

“to prepare themselves for life-long service to their people in
all the major fields of academic pursuit”. Making a donation
and with the help of an old U.S. Air Force friend, Dr. Daniel
Nathan, and Mr. Wally Freshwater of Fort Valley, Georgia, the
Trust was established as a non-profit organization receiving its

501(c)(3) status from the International Revenue Servive.

In the early years, the focus of TAET was to help students
from Taiwan who had been accepted by an university in the
United States and demonstrated a financial need. Frequently,
it was easier to obtain an U.S. visa if a student received

a scholarship. However, with the great improvement of the
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economic situation in Taiwan and concurrent development of
the educational system, the need for financial aid for Taiwan’s
students decreased. At the same time, with the dismantling
of the “bamboo curtain” after Nixon’s visit in 1972, U.S.
universities witnessed a dramatic increase in enrollment of
Chinese students from the People’s Republic of China. With
these changes, TAET also shifted its focus by widening its
scope to allow all Chinese students to apply for scholarships,

wherever their countries of residence.

Throughout its almost 40 years of existence, TAET has
consistently fulfilled its goal of assisting Chinese students
studying in America. Starting with a handful of applicants each
year, the numbers have steadily increased. Because TAET is
officially listed as an educational foundation and since this is
public information, TAET has been receiving more and more
applicants, especially in recent years with the rise in college
enrollment. Keeping to the goal of the Charter, recipients,
usually Ph. D candidates, are involved in all fields of study.
They have come from schools such as the University of
Chicago, Columbia University, Harvard University, University
of Michigan, Mount Holyoke College, New York Medical
School, and University of Texas-Austin. Their fields of
specialization range from computer science to public health,
anthropology and art history. Unfortunately because of its

limited budget, the Trust is able to answer the requests of only



a small part of the applicants.

The Trust asks nothing in return from grantees, but
requests their commitment to provide service to people. It
has been a source of encouragement that many have made
special efforts to report on their progress, and some have even
demonstrated their appreciation by making donations to TAET.
For it is precisely this spirit of giving and helping others that is
the underlying philosophy of the Taiwan-American Education
Trust.
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